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between the revolutionaries and the opportunists. Jointly with Rosa Luxem-
burgj he moved the historic "amendment35 to the resolution on militarism^ in

which he plainly and definitely stated that the task of the workers* parties
was not only to strive to prevent the outbreak of wars but also to take advan-
tage of the crisis created by war if it did break out to promote the socialist
revolution.

During the congress Lenin called a conference of all the Left delegates
with a view to uniting them in the struggle against the opportunists and
Centrists in the Second International.

From Stuttgart Lenin returned to Kuokkala,, in Finland. This place,
however, became increasingly unsafe., so he removed to Gggelby, a village
near Helsingfors. But here,, too, he was unable to stay long. The police
were on his track. It was quite evident that the tsarist government was
determined to get the leader of the revolution into its clutches, and so the
Bolshevik central body decided that Lenin must leave Russia. Arrangements
were made for Mm to go abroad in December.

But it was not an easy matter to get out of Finland. An attempt to board
ship at the port invol .-od the danger of arrest. Lenin therefore crossed the
ice at night to an island in the Gulf to board the ship there. The ice was thin
and in one place gave way under him. Recalling this incident later, Lenin
said that at that moment the thought flashed through Ms mind: "What a
silly way to die." After nearly losing his life, Lenin succeeded in making Ms
way abroad in December 1907.

TMs was the beginning of Ms second and longer period of exile.
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ON DECEMBER 2^ 1907, LENIN ARRIVED IN GENEVA. ,  IT WAS HARD TO KETORN

from Russia to this sleepy, conventional town. "I fee! as if I have come here
to be buried," said Lenin on the very first day of Ms arrival. And in January
1908 he wrote: """Devil take it, it is depressing to have had to return to this
accursed Geneva, but it cannot be helped l"k

The second period of exile was much more trying than the first. In the
first period^ at the beginning of the twentieth century, Lenin lived and
worked in an atmosphere of impending revolution. The news from Russia
told of the growth of the working-class movement, of successful efforts in
building the Marxist party, and of Iskrcis victory in the fight for the Party.
The situation during die early years of the second period of exile was entirely
different. The revolution had sustained defeat; reaction was rampant and
the revolutionaries were being hunted down; the police broke up the Party
organizations ; the masses showed signs of weariness, and among the fellow-
travellers of the revolution, especially among the intellectuals., there were
numerous cases of treachery, desertion and renunciation of the revolution and
the Party.

But the period of reaction did not break Lenin's spirit. On the contrary.,
he became more determined than ever, and Ms Struggle against the enemies
of the Party became more relentless and implacable. He had absolute
confidence in the strength of the working dass, and he was convinced that
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